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To His GRACE the 


A an Eher of G anterbury. 


8 the Eminency of your Grace's 
Station awes and keeps us 
at a diſtance, ſo the many 
5 excellent Qualities which - have raid 4 
you to it, that conſummate Know- 
ledge of Men and Things, that pro- 
found Learning and Judgment in yout 
own Profeſſion, and above all that 
glowing Zeal| for whatever concerns 

B Religion, 
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ned Body, of greater Abilities, would 
e e wa” | 


(4) 5 
Religion; which, like the Fire in the 


Temple, is always burning, invite and 


foree us to apply to his Grace of Can- 
terbury, whenever the glorious Cauſe 

of Chriſtianity needs any Aſſiſtance : 
And your Grace's Goodneſs is ſuch, | 


that if Ahe Intention be but ſincere, 


you readily pardon the Meanneſs of 


the Author, or any Pefects in his 
Manner of — 


* 


I N confidence of this my Deſign 
was to offer by word of mouth, to 
your Grace, and our Eecleſiaſſical 
Synod, at its firſt Meeting to chooſe 
a Prolocutor, what I have here writ- 
ten; and being by Sickneſs at that 
time prevented, I hoped I ſhould have 


an Opportunity of doing it, or at leaſt 


that ſome Member of that Lear. 


F? . 


have 


(3). 
have 8 in a Subject, Which only 
could render our Meeting of any 


Uſe to the Church, when the Sytiod 
was again afſembled to preſent the 
Prolocutor; but the ſame Illneſs kept 
me from attending, and no body elfe 
thought fit to meddle with it : My 
Expectation was ſtill buoy'd up with 
the Proſpect of ſeeing it, in the fulleſt 
Manner, and to the utmoſt Advantage 
repreſented, in what I imagined gave 
the beſt Opportunity of doing it, viz. 
the Addreſs of both Houſes preſented - 
to the King; whoſe moſt glorious and 
moſt ſhining Title it is to be its Defen- 
der, wich what Virulency our G 
mon Faith is from many Quarters at. 9 
ack'd: But here; alas! too, I foutid, | 
my ſelf grievouſly diſappointed role -; 
that loyal and dutiful Addreſs we juſt. 

ly congratulate. his moſt Sacred Ma- 
180 jeſty, 
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1 6 ) 
jeſty, on his Health and Safety, which 
ſo neceſſarily include in them every 


j | Bleſſing we ourſelves can hope to en- 
| | joy; ; nor can we exceed in our Pro- 
miſes of Duty and Affection, to a 


Prince who is the Head of the Church, 
as well as the Support of our Coun- 
try, and takes all Opportunities of 
giving us the utmoſt Aſſurances, of 
his defending the one, and protecting 
the other: Tis much to be will'd, 
that in this Addreſs his Majeſty had 
been acquainted with the fad State of 
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|| Religion at this time, amongſt us; 
| | with the daily Growth of Infidelity, 
all ſorts of Hereſies, and a moſt dif- 
. ſolute, unreſtrain'd: Increaſe of Pro- 
| | faneneſs and . WS: 

[ 1 all 

| Fas as theſe Things are a a Scandal 
| and Reproach to his Government, fo 


rr — — 
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if — not timely remedied, tis 


juſtly to be fear d; they will draw 
down the Divine Vengeance on him- 
ſelf and his People. We are the 
Watchmen, and by virtue of that 
Truſt, are to be continually on our 
guard, looking out, and upon the firſt 


Appearance of Danger, muſt alarm 
thoſe under whoſe Defence we W 


nn 


Hrs Majeſty. is . no means juſtly 
dealt withal, if he is not fully appris'd 
of the growing Evil; for he is prin- 
cipally concern'd, nd mult feel the 
heavy Inconveniencies which Blaſphe. 
my, and an impious Contempt 1 
Things ſacred will always bring upon 
every Government, where they are ſuf- 
ferd with Impunity to thrive and 
* — this Caſe He bears the 
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Sword in vain, which can never be o 
fitly uſed as in the Cauſe of God ndl 
Religion; but the Reaſon is, that 
thoſe whoſe Duty it is to do it, have 
not inform'd him be . to 
draw it eee 44 01: 37h e 
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1 ier hands, won t think it too 
late for ſomething of this kind, in a 


particular Addreſs to be attempted : 


And though we ſhould not again be 
permitted to meet in a Body, a Re- 
preſentation of theſe intolerable Grie - 
vances, with your Grades Incourage · 


Majeſty in a proper Manner, by a par. 
ticulay Application of each Membet 
of 'the Repreſentative of the 5 0 


of yur „rn s Province. 
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Is we have been mnie ſo low 


by the AR of Submiſſion, as to loſe 
the Liberty the Parliament ſtill enjoys, 
and which is eſſentialto the 1 very Being 
of all Free Societies, we are not certain- 
ly reduced to fo abject a State of Sla- 
very, as to be depriv'd of the Right 
we have in common with other Sub- 
jects, of applying in an humble and 
legal Manner to our moſt Gracious 
Sovereign, for his Licence to Sit and 
Act; or debarr d from all Acceſd td 


the preſent Parliament, from whoſe 


commendable Zeal for the Good of 
their Country, we have the greateſt, | 
Reaſon. to expect all imaginable In- 
couragement, and a thorough and 
ready Compliance with our Requeſt 


to have this heavy Yoke" taken off. 


Lzr 


(1) 


Lax it be conſider d on what Foot 


we now ſtand. I need not obſerve 
to your Grace, that the Convocation 
is an eſſential Part of our Conſtitu- 
tion; a manifeſt Proof of which is, 
its being conſtantly call d wich every 
Parliament: But what End of its 
convening is anſwer'd iy. ſuch a Sum- 
mons ? V 


Snob D ve think the Freedom, the | 


many and great Advantages of Par- 


liament were ſecur d, if they met once 


only to chooſe their Speaker ? Would 


this provide for the preſſing Exigen- 


_ cies, which at other Times, but eſpe- 
cially in thoſe of imminent. Danger, 


the Nation may be expos'c d to? 


Dip ve then reflect of how 804 
Higher Conſequence the Affairs of 


2 


Fereſy is publickly defended, when 


( 11 ) 

_— are, than ſuch as regard the 
State only, certainly, when Infidelity 
7 openly abetted, when the vileſt 


the Axe is laid to the very Root of 
the Chriſtian Inſtitution, the Lord who 


bought us actually deny'd, and his 
Doctrine become the Object of Scorn 


and Ridicule ; thoſe whoſe proper 
Buſineſs it is to redreſs theſe horrid 


 Enormities, to cenſure and correct 


theſe monſtrous Impieties, the Clergy, 
ought frequently to meet, and conſult 
the beſt Methods for effefting it. Can 


any Society ſubſiſt, unleſs its Members 
oſten come together, enact Laws, and 


concert the moſt effeftual Means for 
its Preſervation ? Don't we ſee this 


conſtantly done, by every Company 
and petty Corporation, by all our Sec. 
_ taries of every Denomination? And 


C is 
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is the National Eſtabliſhed Church 


alone denied this Privilege? A Privi- 
lege which not only the Dictates of 
Nature make neceſſary, but in our 


Caſe the Laws of God and Man have 
with great Wiſdom provided for.— 


The Favourers of the preſent unhappy 


Situation of the National Synod would 


inſinuate, that if twas to fit for dif- 
patch of Buſineſs, Heats and Animo- 
ſities of the utmoſt diſſervice to Reli- 
gion might probably ariſe: But is this 


any Reaſon for diſcontinuing Parlia- 


ments ? Don't they meet on purpoſe 


to argue and diſcuſs Matters of the 
higheſt, the laſt Importance? Or 


does Religion alone diſqualify Men 


4 * 
j 


from entering coolly into Debates, 
from keeping their Tempers in Con- 
troverſial Points? Are Spiritual Per- 
ſons only unfit to be truſted with 


them- 


of this one thing needful. | 
never, in a Body, apply'd to our moſt | 


- ww} = 
themſelves However indifferent 
others may be, (and certainly ſo much 


Coldneſs and Indifferency, as at this 


time diſcovers itſelf, was never ſeen in 


any Chriſtian Age or Country before) 
tis the indiſpenſible Duty of the Cler- 
gy to contend earneſt] y for each Ar- 


ticle of our' Creed ; they are its 
Stewards, and are raquie'd to be faith- 
ful. Let no private Views, no Fear 


of giving Offence to the High and 
Powerful, not the Reſpect to any 


Man's Perſon, make us betray” our 


Truft. 


I Doxn'r remember that any, even 
the leaſt Publick Notice has been taken 
We have 


Gracious Sovereign on this moſt ar- 


duous, this momentous Subject; tho? 


88 1 


„ 
Lam well aſſur d, His Majeſty neede 


only to be duly appriz d of the un- 
common Inſults offer d to Religion, 
to call him out in the moſt ſtrenuous 
manner, arm.d with all that _ 


rity, which could never be Jodg'd. 


better hands, to vindicate the — : 


of Almighty. God, thus groſaly, and 


Tis to a ſupine Negligence, (to ſay 
nothing worſe) in this Particular, we owe. 


| our preſent Mixfortunes, that Contempt 


which is every where pour d out upon 


us abroad, and our wretched Miſeriem 
Thoſe 
only who honour God ſhall be ſenſtbhle 
of the Divine Favour, ſhall be ho- 


and Diſtractions at home. 


nour d by him; nor do any Effects 


flow more naturally from their Cauſes 
than Poverty and Diviſions, all - ſorts | 


of ,. | 
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bitherto with Impunity aſſaulted.— 
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Ia manner, an Interruption was given 


(25) 
Immorality. We need not go fo 
far back as the Jewzfd, or other Hiſto- 
ries, we are ourſelves a moſt-deptora- 
ble Inſtance of this Truth; God is 
with us whilſt we are with him, but 
when we forſake him, He moſt aſſu- 
| rely Janes er e 
muſt remember im how extraordinary 


to the Buſineſs, and, as the Conſe- 
quenee has ſince prov d, to the very 
Being of Convocations, in this King- 
dom many Years ſince. And 'I 
hope twill never be forgorrti wi 
what Learning, what Courage, what 
trufy Primitive and A poſtolical Zeal, 
your Grace and the moſt excel 
tent Biſhops of London and Salisbury 


then engag d in defence of its Order: 
and Diſcipline, by that Adverfary of 


our Churek, that W nouriſfrd and 


1 


brought 


( 16 ) 


brought up within its own Breaſt, ſo 
virulently aſſaulted: Which, if any 


thing could have done it, muſt have 


overwhelm'd with Shame and Con- 
viction ſo n „ ſo profligate a 


Writer. -"Twas to ſcreen . this 


Monſter, this bold and i impious Offen- 


der, from that Cenſure and Correction 


his Crimes fo loudly call d for, that 


the Body Repreſentative of the Church 


of England receiv d this mortal Wound; 


and what follow d ſo ſurpriſing, ſo un- 
precedented a Step in his favour, was 


ſuch as all People of common Senſe 
foreſaw it would be, only an Incou- 
ragement to him, to run Rill greater 


lengths | in his impudent Treatment 
of the moſt Sacred Things and Per- 
ſons: And from pouring Contempt 


on the Orders and Diſcipline of the : 


Church, be has lately proceeded to 
* 44 _ 
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| utmoſt Strength of Reaſon and Argu- 


and retract his Error, nor with his 
Brother Judas, yet diſcover ſuch a 


6x7) 


vilify and depreciate its moſt Hol 7 


gacrament: Which low, but blaſphe- 


mous Performance, tho it has, with the 


ment, been confuted, in a manner even 
by himſelf deem'd unanſwerable, has 


neither made the abandon'd Author, 


with a Senſe of Ingenuity, confeſs, 


Degree of Modeſty and Repentance, 
as to oblige him to withdraw and 
hang himſelf. need not take 
Notice, that Synods and Councils Ec- 
clefiaſtical, have equally at leaſt, with 


other Societies, a natural Right to aſ- 


ſemble, that they have ever been 


call'd and held for the ſettling Reli- 
gious Affairs, even when the Civil 


Magiſtrate was not a Chriſtian, and 


either interfer d not at all, or would 
| have 
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ing one Foot in its defence ? 


have hinder d ſuch Meetings. 


By 


them Controverted Points have been 


adjuſted, Differences reconcil'd, He- 
relies ſuppreſs'd, and the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church preſery'd, —Nor have 
we any Account of this Method's being 


fo long interrupted as of late Years, 


the fad Effects of which we now moſt 
ſeverely groan under. The Pri- 


ſecutions, than part with this Cuſtom, 


or not aſſemble themſelves together 


after this Manner: And ſhall we 
tamely drop this moſt invaluable Pri- 


vilege, which the Laws of God and 


thoſe of our Country, have both con- 
firm'd to us, without ſo much.as mov- 


ad. | 


mitive Chriſtians ſo well knew the 
terrible Conſequences of its diſ-uſe, 
that they choſe rather to expoſe them- 
felves to all ſorts of Dangers and Per- 


O . 


18 if AL * os A — an humble 


and moſt earneſt Requeſt to your 


Grace, who is truly ſenſible to what a 
deplorable and — State our 


Party Differences have reduc'd us, to 
endeavour that the farſt Step (for I 


hear of no Advances that way, which 
have yet been made) to the healing 


theſe ſad Diviſions, under your Grace's' 


Influence and Example, be - moſt 
heartily ſet forward by the Clergy, — 
A Kingdom divided muſt ſoon be 
brought to Deſolation. Remember 


that Infinite Wiſdom, Unerring Truth 


itſelf has told us, where Strife and 
Envy are, there is, do you obſerve? 
tis not ſaid, may, or will, be, but there 


is Confuſion. AImmediaely on the 


Parties being form d, the Effects ap- 
Declling aD Mf ⏑ 0h 


Furty: 'Men's' Morality, Learning, on 
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pear, run parallel with, and are con- 


Jas 10 till the un is remoy'd. * 
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Wise La 1 il N 
Inflanee only at this time, in which 
this - Confuſion ſhews itſelf; bi, in 


blending and confounding; all Diſtino- 


tions, and taking away the very > Dif- 
ference between Good and Evil, In 
this Caſe nothing is conſider d but 


Religion not once ask d fur, but their 
Political Character only regarded: 
And as they always metit moſt, wbo 
de their Friends the greateſt Service 5 


fo are no Perſons more carefs'd than 
fuch as influence Eleftions for Parlia4 


ment: here" to bribe and corrupt; to 

fite and ſuborn voters to perure 

themſelves, and Sheriffs, St. to make 

falſe Returns, befpeaks diftinguiſh'd 

Worth; and thoſe who engage in it, 
5 ſhine 


(ar) 
ſhine with incxpreſfible Luflts: And 
inſtead of ſubjecting the Villains who 
ate guilty of it, to ſuch Puniſhimentꝭ 
. * moſt black and 1 
ü 7 — 2 
way for them to the —— 
| Poſts, either Civil or Military. And | 
oh l tell it not in Gas / theo? chis dir- 
Wicked, flow the higheſt - a 
n Church 


3 has hop ny i 
tuous Mind is not tranſportod with the 
utmaſt Indignation and Reſentment, 
when it reflecta on the Confuſions 
and! all the evil \Works: of Strife and 
Envying? One: would imagine, and 
generally. ſo it happens, tiat none hut 
* n the loweſt Glaſs: of: Man- 

'- Da \ wil 


(622 ) 
| kind ſhould: take pains to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves in this Particular. Hither 


the Quakers, the Presbyterians, the 


Diſſenters of every Denomination, 


the Deiſts, the Arians' and Infidels, 
all who make themſelves obnoxious to 


the Laws of their Country, fly toge- 


ther as to a common Aſylum, and 
cover their ſeveral Enormities under 
the Shelter of the moſt powerful and 


prevailing- Intereſt. To this Refuge 


| the Immoral, the Ignorant and Unde- 


ſerving betake themſelves for Protec- 
tion, and are never "diſappointed. 


Thoſe who have no other Qualifica- 


* but an impudent Face, and a 
Caſe-harden d Conſcience, here meet 
with the kindeſt Reception : Here 


Abililties, Qualities, or Endowments 
wn 9 to make them capable of 


any 
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they are ſure all Diſtinction ceaſes; no 


623). 


any Station, Poſt, or Employment 
their Views direct them to This 
Ats Novices, ſuch as are ſcarce enter 'd 
into the Function, for thoſe Dignities 
and Preferments which the generous 
Charity, and pious Bounty of Foun- 
ders and Benefactors have, with great 
ſolemnity, and by fixing the moſt 
dreadful Curſes and Anathema's on 
thoſe who ſhall preſume to pervert 
. their prudent Deſigns, provided for 
the aged and laborious Miniſters of 
cb For ſuch as have thro 2 
Courſe of many Vears ruled well; 
ſuch as in purſuance of the great 
Charge committed unto them, have 
long labour d in the Word and De- 
trine. All-powerful Party breaks thro 
the Laws of Reaſon, Decency; and 
Religion at once; and by Partiality | 
prefers the * to thoſe Stations 
which 


1 


(24) _ 
which the ane 
entitled to. 


IMosr juſt obſerve how vile 4 » | 


Part they act. who pretend to in- 
 terfere in Elections, which ought to 
be. always free: And what conſum- 
mate Villains they are who are : thus 
influenc'd? The Privilege of Voting 
for our Repreſentatives in Parliament, 


| and a moſt valuable Privilege it is, if 


rightly uſed, is lodg'd i in our hands by 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of our Coun- 
try, for the moſt noble Purpoſes; and 
what a Wretch, what a Betrayer of this 
great Truft is the Man who thinks 
himſelf at liberty to. make a Compli- 
went of his Vote, to @ powerful 
2 nd, or in other Wards, is brib d by 
a & Promiſe, &. and has a View in gi- 


ving it to ſome private Intereſt and 
ts: „ Advantage 
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Advantage only? Which „as the Law 
now ſtands, is never done without the 
| Guilt of Perjury. ry. How falſe js cht 
Villain to that l the ? ab- 
ick has repoſed in him? T beg to 
a Word or two further to ex poſe 
the Gut and Malignity of thoſe 14 
ſeduce Ce, or rather ſaborn theſe mer- 
exnary "Tools, by their Promiſes of 
doing. ir fir, and then by aRually 
beſtowing their Favours « on them. To 
diſting uiſh Men whom we know to 
wicked, and have beet 
acceffary 1 to the raking their Charade 
ters ſo conſunimately black and odivits; 

by particular Marks of our Patour 
and Friendſhip, bea ping on them al | 
our "Kindneſs and Civilities, vrho are 4 


r —— 


themſelves a a Scandal and Reproach to 
the human Species rift bring the 


heavieſt bo and Im N oft 


us 


e 
Leg 
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| whom we are ſure 


very well ſatisfy" d the Reward or Gra- 


vs £ 


tuity promis'd or receiv 'd from our 


Hands, was the only Motive of þ * 


644. 


acting; in this Caſe there is ſomething 


ſo exccedingly impious and criminal, 


(110 


that the very worſt and loweſt Part of 
| Mankind, , one would th js ſhould 
| tremble and ſhudder, w en he is po- 
ing to engage ig { ſo borrid an Enter- 


prize. And yet, alas! we. have. thi is 


every day practis d, by Men pen why 2 
honourable Titles, and are: ſuch 


World calls Gentlemen 8 is | 


there one ee 28 thoſe c our 
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28 notoriguſly 
abandon: d as to ſw bb. the N ame 
of God by falſe Swearing, for we are are 
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| never fail ts bring witly tien; awd 
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pos d, in 8 we don't fund it 4 L 
moſt aggravating and unpardonable - 
Article, that he has by undue Means, 


either by Force, or Fraud and Bribery, 
attempted to procure Members of Par- 


liament to be illegally and unduly 
choſen : This is  PraGtice which at 


the Brirs/5 Conftitetion, and is 4 
moſt flagrant Inſtance of that dvexd- 
ful Confuſiow winele Striſe and! Envy 


z itſeif fo very evil 4 Work; that it 
has, withaus any other Adfliſttince; 
— Rogly, ruin 
— Heat 
but the leaf footing; and their Thhe 


bitants are: ſo» very: weak ane impolſ 


tial, as to act under its accurfed! Its- 
fluences dino then: theſt itfty- 
mins and moſt fatal: ones are the ne⸗ 


ver-failing Conſequences of Civil Ant 


=. _ - ma_—_ 


once diflolves the whole Frame of 


ruin'd the: moſt flouriſſling x 
mgdoms whers it get 


Rn Lo 
moſities and publick Divifions ;—— 


If there be any Conſolation 4 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 


Bowels and Mercy, if any Regard to 
our moſt pure and holy Religion, if 


any Concern for our Country, if ang 
Duty and Aſſection for our moſt 


74 


Gracious Sovereign and his Royal Fa- 


Happineſs under his preſent Majeſty's 


5 - moſt auſpicious Government, or the 
ſure Dependency of tranſmitting. all 


forts. of Felicity tho the Hands of 
his numerous Royal Iflue,, to our 
lateſt Poſterity; if. theſe things carry 
any Weight with them, if they are 
of the moſt ineſtimable Value, if they 
are capable of inviting or alluring 


rational Beings, let us be at peace 
amongſt. our ſelves, and with all Men. 
. if the fearful Expedta- 
tian of the moſt. canſummate do- 


plorable 


mily, if the Enjoyment of Eaſe and 
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_ Miſeries 5 Ka 
and gufferance of our preſent. „ 
of . Uneaſineſs and Diſquietude ;, if 
theſe Conſiderations 


fright and terrify us, let them thus 


united prevail with all Orders and De- 
grees of Men, but more eſpecially the 


Clergy, immediately to ceaſe from 


Strife and Debate, to let go Conten- 
tion before it be any further meddled 
with, to labour for Peace, and ftudy 
to be quiet. Let us ſeriouſly reflect 
to how dangerous a Crifis our Party- 5 
Differences have already brought us z 1's 
and oh diſmal Profpe&!, what inevit- 
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ſingly can af⸗ _ 


'M 


able Deſtruction muſt ſoon, very ou 


conclude this black and horrid Tra- | b | 


gedy.—As erer then we expect to | 4 f 


ſee this our native Country freed _ - 


from its moſt heavy Calamities ; as 


Ve we Eden Red and Coe, r = 


1 . 


* or hope to enter into the Kingdom 
* hereafter; tot us Mom | 
4 1 


| 8 


OA. > 
* „ 


Your Grabe will pardon Aa 
ina low Station, for meddlin 


a Subject of the utmoſt famuse? 
becauſe, as he is intruſted by thoſe he 


7 


repreſents, and their Rights and Pri- 
vileges are put into his Hands, ſo he 4 
thinks himſelf laid under the ſtricteſt 
5 Obligations faithfully to 2 t 4 
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enoured. Lord, e 
my duti, 


1 Your Grace's 
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